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THE SONG OF THE SAW.

with careworn face and a ragged coal

That Happed in the wintry blast,
An old man stood by a log of wond

& 11d hiis saw was flyving fast,
His =aw was fIving fasl

And the air with its masie rang,
And tuning his thiroat to the dissonant note

This mournful song he sang

“Claw ! saw ! saw !
In vold, in heat, and i rain

Till every stroke in the seasoned oxk
Serms tearing into my brain

T he coal onnmy back is old,
My home is a hove | poor,

And iy =aw | run from sin Lill sun

To keep the wold from the door

“saw! saw | saw
Throngh knots and knarls 1 go, .
And my breath comes quick as the log grows thick
A nd r.h-- waw runs heavy and slow.
Oh. vou in yonur COsy rOOms,
\;"':lh all that your hearts desire,
“Iis not the wood, but human blood

yoiur're birning upon the fire

GSaw? saw ! saw!
Forever the whole day long,
& nd at night it seems that my torturing dreams
Are filled with the grating song
The log is a human life,
My saw is the course of time,
And every stroke in the seasoned oak
je a year from a wasting prime
And as 1 near the bark,
More swiftly my saw does run,
Titl the billet drops, and then it stops
Like time when life is done.

“Saw! saw ! saw!
Hlow long is the weary day

Till the sun has set, and | sadly gel
At night my paltry pay

“is_ oh, to be a horse
In my rich employer's stall

17 I must toil, and sweat, azd moil,
To earn a cup of gall ;

For he at least has care
And the best of food has he,

While scant is my share of the hardest fave
And nobody cares for me.”

<aw'! saw! saw!
And shrinking before the biast,
An old man stood by a pile of wood
And his saw was flying fast,
His saw was flving fast,
And the wind was biting and raw,
And still as he severed the logs in two
Oh, would that the world his misery knew
He sang the * Song of the Saw."
Abbert B
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PLAYING AT CIRCUS.

-
.

Mr. Biggs was sauntering around the Union
Depot as the evening train came in from Buffalo.
when surprised with:

“Why, Biggs! How are you, old fellow ?”

“Well. if it ain't Jack Duncan! Glad to ses
vou. Come right along home with me.”

" “Na. Biggs. I'm too dirty. Been snowed in on
the road; helped shovel snow, slept in a bar-
roem - havn't had a change of shirts for a week.”

“Never mind appearances, nobody at the house.
My wife took the three p. m. for an all night
with her sister in Painesville. I'll furnish a
shirt, and I've got a fine bath-room in the house.
Come, haven't honored me since [
married.”

“Well, since the wife is away I'll surrender.
We'll have a regular rooster night of it.”

Jack Duncan is a bachelor, with a holy horror

now : vou

of women. Feminine presence paralyzes and
stultifies him.

“ Here's the linen,” showing him into the bath-
minutes later. “ There’s the bath

Now shape up while I go down to Joe

room a few
all ready.

Richards's and order up one of our old college
_\'ninul_\ the

pleasure.”

hunches in house: so just splash

around at
BHiges departed. leaving the door ajar. Jack

did not notice 1t in his cagerness tor emersion
He had just tumbled out and resumed his pan-

saloon= when he heard footsteps approaching the

wis Biges returning he siezed

1
n

door Thinking it
the freshiy

and jammed his head into it

lanndried shirt, opening at the

i: '-lil]"'i'l'b\l"l-.l'
his faoc, completely blindfolding him. and the
starch haffled his offor

Just as he comnmen 'Rl *T!.llli“lil;_', around with

t< to tunnel throush

SO nders dangling, he b ird @ rustle that con
gealed his blood The door squeaked. amd o
eherry vone s

wow 've oot von Mr. Riggs. The train left
me. so | made a calleor two and came back |

heard yon plaving sea lion in the bath-room as |

entered the heuse: 1 got the buggy whip and
slipped up to pay you hack for everlastingly teas-
e me. Now. I'm ring master, dear hubby

Move livelv!” And she popped her whip in a
business way that suspended the bhachelor’s ani-
maiion. The shirt hid his face, and, taking his
silence for a spousal submission to the joke. she
began :
“Lentleman and ladies: Mademoisellie DBiggs,
gueen of the sawdust arena, will now introduce
her handsowe and perfeetly trained trick mule,
Hobby Darling.  He
hind feer with his head and forepaws shronded
in 2 linen canopy. Come now, Hubby!

heop 1a!” she chirped, fetehing him a wipe with

will walk the arena on his
Hoop la!

the whip that made his bare feet spank the floor
Tike a e dancer.

“Limber up Hubby! Lively now. Up. wp.
v and she underscored the last “uap” with a
briar ent, making Hubby Darling skip so impul-
sively that darling’s dangling suspender swished
abait like a donkev’s tail, and his hands dove
instinn-tly to the preservatisn of his unstaved
panialoons.

“1 blindfolded Hubby Darling to prevent him
He's the trickiest
doukey that vavorts the magic cirele.  The peer-

climbing the center-pole,

Jess prance of the canvas pavillion.
(Zip she takes him.) What
Y et. fellow-countrymen, I never curry him down

Hoop la!
beautitul wetion!
with anvthing but this silk-blossomed snappes
Hoop 1a! (Popkerslash.

“I cover his ears that he mayv not offend the
most fastidious: they resemble o cross hetween
2 mail bag and the human appendage.

Zip, zip.)  Let the Golden Cornet Band dish up
Fixher's “n!'ll]ii[h' red-hot and highly Ha ¥
aandd “!llllll\ Darling shall

“ B-b-beg vour p-pardon. m-madam,” sputiered

Hoop, Ta!

Ll

ikl

the vietim, as his head and voice shot ont of the

sturt.  Then

=l started. sLoppmed,
sSpell-hound, amazed |
The whip she dropped
And then she raised

A Cherokee shrek
Ll ddow i shie ogaeed

But the terrified sufierer caunsht her gallantly
in his arms, just as Biges rushed in with-

“Jack, are you drowning?  Great heavens! my
wife!"

“Take her Biggs. 'm toekeredount. Awkward
predicament
You half

dressed. 1y wife in vour arms!” and he bristled

“Explain yvoursell” instantly, siv!

all over like a barbed wire fence.

“Hold on, Biggs: 've got about all T can stand.

Let me get my clothes on and I'1 go where men
are not martves. Your wife thought T was—"
“ Hubby. darling—oh, that blindfold!™ mur-

mured the gueen of the arena, half consciously.

“ Hear that, sir! What's that about blind-
fold 2™ i

“1 got stuck in that confounded shirt.  Your
wite took me for—"

“The Peerless Prancer ot the Avena. Hoop
la!” gasped the gueen. rousing a hittle,

“Merciful heavens! Hear that raving! You've

dethroned my wife’s reason. Oh, base ingrate!

Don’t leave this house at the peril of your life.

» You shall—"

“ Dance the sawdust on his hind feet,” mut-
tered the queen convulsively.

“ My poor wife! I will avenge your wrongs.”
oroaned Biggs, chafing her limbs agonizingly.

“ My head was fast in the shirt. She couldn’t
see my face and thought it was you,” shrieked
the tortured, hoarsely.

“Very likely! Be a man, sir.
from the punishment of your treachery!”

“Where am I? Is it a dream?” mused the
queen, opening her opties andl glaring wildly.

“What has that villain done”” demanded
Biggs fiercely.

sShe hitched on at once.

It is no dream. He did nothing.
Oh, hushand how could

*Oh, mercy!
Tiake me to my room.
yvou be =0 careless!™

“Don't go, Jack: maybe I've made a zebra of
myself; stay now till the fog rises: and he bore
his wailted wife away.

An hour later they sat around a marvelous
supper, Biggs made asecond trip to order. They
held their sides and shrieked and repeated the
points of the episode, again and again.

Jack is christened “ Hubhy Darling.”
for more marriage felicity.

He sighs

When Biggs wants to silence his wife he snaps |

Hoop la!™

his fingers and pipes
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GREAT GUNS!

A dispatch from Yokohama, August 12, ré-
ports the arrival at Shanghai, in charge of
British officers, of the new alphabetical gun-
boats, the Jota, Kappa. and Lambda. FEleven of

these vessels have been sent out thus far. and |

two more are to be delivered, or thirteen alto-
gether, built by Sir W. Armstrong & Co. The
last two are an improvement on the others, and
them  Broad says: “The Italian
monster ironclads are of 11,000 tons displace-
ment, and the Inflerible weighs upwards of 10,000
tons, and vet we find a little gun-vessel of 1.350
tons ranking but second to them in regard to
the penetrative power of the guns carried. There
is not an unarmored ship afloat that ecould cope
with these little Chinese gun-vessels. With a
speed of sixteen knots, which conld he muain-
tained for nearly a week. and a turning power
enabling them to steam in a circle of 150 vards
radins. these little vessels conld choose their own

of Arrow

range. and while discharging shells at a com-

paratively large target would be themselves

practically withont the range of the guns with
which onr nnarmored vessels are armed.  Until

th \dmiralty coneeption of a fit

very recently the

arnciment tor our largest anarmoered rigates,

suech as the Daechante cliss, was 2 II:I”I'T.\ of 61-
ponnders mounted on truck carriages, Put here

we have an unarmored gun-vessel carrving two
Mi-ton 10-inch breech-loaders, besides other guns,
All the
N ZInes witer, and

n'i“'l Il!'l'l{ —:!l"
They are divided into a great

and titte i '-\.T}l R stee] klll['t'ﬂ'(]_;!‘ll ranm.

mackinery and are below

inrther Il'ii..li".ll'l‘[ by a vessels

are built of steel

number of water-tizht  compartinents, and in
which coal is stored. and lllt‘_\' Carry t‘llml'l_*.‘]l coal
1o enable them tosteam at a speed of eight
knots per hour for four weeks continuously, or
4 total distanee of rather more than 6,000 miles.”

Fach of these heavy guns commands i nearly
all-round tire. The charge of the guns 18 130
pounds of powder. and the weight of the pro-

jectile 100 pounds, the penetrative power equal

to piercing 15 inches of solid. unbacked iron
l]];l]d“ 'l‘]']l“\ Carry hesides  in l'ill‘h l‘lllll' H-

pounder breech-loading  cuns, two  -pounder
breechi-loading cuns, two Nordenfeldts, and four
steam  cutrers

Their superior speed

Gatlings, and  turthermore two
fitted with =par torpedoes,
and greater range and power of artillery would
enable them to in some measure cope with an
ordinarily choose

their diminutive-

iron-clad, since they could

their own distance, and  from
ness would bhe very hard to hit: nor would a
single shot by any means disable them, owing to
the under-water and other protection given to
their vital parts. China went to England for
her gunhoats, but now goes to Germany for iron-
¢lads of larger types. A shipbuilding firm. which
had already one armored corvette for China on
the stocks, has just received an order for another

ol the same class.

THISy THAT. AND THE OTHER,
An old man with a head as « titute of hair

as o watermelon entered an Aus m avenue llrll;.:
the elerk
“What kind of hair restorer do
“1 reckon 'l have to take a bottle
That was the color it nused
-Aleck Sweet,

<tore, and told he wanted a bottle of

haiir restorer.
vou prefer?”
of red hair restorer.

to he when I was a boy.”

The man who sits down on the road to sneeess
and waits tor a free vide will get lett.— Whitehall
And the man who jumps on the tail-
board of some one else’s snecess will be }_{l'm'h-il
New Haven Bey-
And he who drives another man's suceess
will bhe forgotten in the rush and huarry to give

Times,

with a ery of “whip behind.”
1=le s

glory and hono to the tuvorite.—Stewbenville
Hevald

And he who is suceess full is apt to hubble
over.—NAaTioNAL Trist Ne,

Deathbed repentance is burning the candle of
lite in the serviee of the devil, then blowing the
snutl in the tace of heaven.—Lorenzo Dow,

FREE TO EVERYBODY!

\ BEAUTIFUL BOOK FOR THE ASKING!

By applying persoually at the newrest oftice of THE
SINGER MANUFACTURING CO. (or by postal card if
at a thistance, ) any addn!t person will bhe ]Jl"l“'l!'l"lll‘ll with o

heantifully ilustrated copy of a New Book entitled

GENIUS REWARDED,

OR THE

STORY OF THE SEWING MACHINE,

containing # handsome and costly steel engraving frontis-
| piece; also, 25 finely engraved wood euts, and bound in
an eclaborate blue-and - gold lithographed cover.
| charge whatever is made for this handsome book, which
can be obtained only by applieation at the branch and
subordinate offices of The Singer Manufacturing Co.

The Singer Manufacturing Co.
Principal Office, 34 Union Square,
New York.

Don’t shrink

NOW READY.
NEW

OF

WORCESTER’S

QUARTO DICTIONARY,
WITH SUPPLEMENT.

SHEEP.—%10,

TIHE

LIBRARY

—

Y riters, Readers, and Students of all classes will tind
it superior to any other Dictionary.

\
O

Degarded by Scholars in both America and England
L as the Standard Authority,

C
JYxcels all other works in the completeness of its vo-
_4 cabulary.

n questions of Orthography and Pronunciation it is
unrivalled.

other Dictionary.

H‘u]:plvml*nytr}' to the general voeabulary are valu-
‘A able Articles, Lists, Rules, Tables, ete,

Fhe Pronunciation, Etymology, and Definition of
over 115,000 words are correctly given.

Ymmbraces 2058 royal quarto pages, with over 100 illus-

A 4 trations, and four illuminated plates,
Rt-u)mme-mi(-d in the strongest terms by the most
_ competent judges as the best Dictionary of the

b ] English Language.
Ytudents of all elasses will find the special additional
b ) matter of great value and practical use.

l')u-i-lc-sll}‘ the most satistactory and reliable work of
its kind.
-

Hustrations are introduced liberally throughout the
work.

Yhallenges comparison with any work of like char-
acter,

(

[ he Suppiement places it in advanee of
similar works,

O
N
A

Y eviewers hawve uniformly commended the new edi-
N tion in the highest terms.,

)

all other

s independent of all sects, parties, and idiosyvnerasies
of every kind,

mils nothing that essentil o a Standurd Un-

abridged Dictionary,

i=

ew words to the extent of thousands can be found
explained only in its pages.

vocabulary of Synonyvmes of 5000 words i= a fea-
ture of the new edition

¥ ou are invited to examine and test the work ot any
I{l-tni.;-}ul‘l‘

FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLER~.
J. B LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers
PHILADELPHIA.

The Gentleman’s Monthly

Is the Only Maguzine in the United States devoted to the
Manly =port=. All the Best Writers contribute to its
pages.  Articles on the Game Birds and Game Fishes;
Sketches of Doings by Flood and Field; Interesting
Stories. §2 a year. Send Stamp for Sample Copy.
Addres=—THE GENTLEMAN'S MONTHLY,
Box 52, Washington, D. C,

No

PATENTS!

GEORGE E. LEMON
WASHINGTON, D. €.,

Attorney-at-Law and Solicitor of
United States and Foreign

PATENTS!

Established in 1865,

CAN | OBTAIN A PATENT?

Send a rongh sketeh or (if you eand a model of vour
invention to Georce E. Lexox, Washington, D. €,
and a PrELiiNARY ExaMiNaTioN will be made of all
United States Patents of the same ¢lass of inventions,
and you will be advised whether or not a patent ean be
obtained.

For this f’;'vﬁmimn'_u Eramination No "v'ftrn‘gjf' iz Made

WHAT WILL A PATENT COST?

If you are advised that vour invention is patentable,
send 220, to pay Government application fee of £15, and

25 for the drawings required by the Government., This
amonunt i< payable when the application is made. This
is all of the expense, unless a patent is allowed. When

allowed the attorney’s fee (325) and the final Government
fee (320) is payable.

By these termms vou know beforehand, for nothing,
whether yvou are going to get a patent or not, and no
attorney’s fee is charged unless you do get a patent,

An attorney whose fee depends on his suceess in obtain-
ing the patent will not advise you that your invention

is patentable, unless it really is patentable, so far as his |
best judgment ean aid in determining the question; |
| henee, vou can rely on the advice given after a prelimi- |

EDITION

nary examination is had,
DESIGN PATENTS and the REGISTRATION OF

: LABELS and TRADE-MARKS secure,

CAVEATS prepared and filed,
Applications for the REISSUE OF PATENTS care-

| fully and skillfully prepared and promptly prosecuted.

Applications in revivor of rejected, abandoned, or for-
feited cases made,
saved in these classes of cases,

If you have undertaken to secure your own patent

"and failed, a skillful handling of the case may lead to

success. Send me a written request addressed to the
Commissioner of Patents that he recognize GEoORGE E.
Leyoxs, of Washington, D. .. as your attorney in the

case, giving the title of the invention and about the date |
of filing your application. An examination will be made

« of the case, and you will be informed whether or not a

patent can be obtained,
will cost you nothing.
INTERFERENCE CONTESTS arising within the Patent

This examination and report

. Office between two or more rival claimants to the same

ontains thousands of words not to be found in any

subject-matter of invention, attended to.

APPEAL REMEDIES pursued in relief from adverse
oftice decisions,

SEARCHES made for title to inventions,

Copies OF PATENTS furnished at the regular Govern-
ment rates, (25 cents each, if subsequent to 1866, Pre-
vious patents, not printed, at cost of making copies. )

CoPIES OF OFFICIAL RECORDS furnished.

Orpixtoxs rendered as to scope. validity, and infringe-
ment of Patents,

In fact, any information relating to Patents and to
property rights in inventions promptly furnished on the
most reasenable terms.

Correspondence solicited,

Remember this office has been in suceesstul operation
sinee 1865, and yvou therefore reap the benefits of experi-
ence,

Reference given to actual clients in almost every coun-
ty in the United States,

Address, with stamp for reply.

GEORGE E. LEMON,

WASHINGTON, D. (.

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

The Best Eight Page Weekly
Journal in the Country,

ANID» THE

ONLY ONE PUBLISHED AT THE NATIONAL CAPITAL
EXCLUSIVELY IN THE INTERESNTS OF THE
SOLDIERS AND SATLORNS,

>

Interesting Reading Matter for the Family and Home
Cirele on every page,
SKETCHES,
STORIES OF THE WAR,
AGRICULTURAL NOTES,
VALUABLE RECIPES,
POEMS, ANECDOTES, &c.,
IN EACH NUMBER.
A sample Copy sent to any address upon request.
£~ Be sare and give full name, post-oftice, and State.
Address all communications to—
THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

TEXAS

AREBEANSAS AND I.OUISIANA.
CHEAP HOMES FOR ALL!
50.000 Laborers can get Immediate Emplglyment.. at Good Wages,

on Farms and Railroads in

exas alone.

SOUTH-WESTERN IMMIGRATION CO.

Will mnail on application, free of cost, postage prepaid, books with maps, giving reliable information of

Texas, Arl?nnaz-. or Western Louisiana.

J. N. ¥IC

OR, Eastern Manager, 243 Broadway, New York.

Those meditating a change to a new country, please address

B. G. DUVAL, Sec’y, Austin, Tex.

Foreign Office :— WM, W, LANG, Pres., Leadenhall House, Leadenhall Street, London, E. C., Eng.

Von Laer Perfect Binders

For Periodieals, Pamphlets, Musie, ete. No holes
punched, No needles uzed. Papers removed and re-
placed an_- number of times'without the slightest muti-
lation or interference with the balance of the file. Ha=
the appearance of a full bound volume, Binders put up
to suit any publication with the proper title. Nuame of
owner, if desired, embossed on back free of charge.
When volume is complete it may be removed and bound
perinanently, leaving the binder for use in the same man-
ner any number of times.  All retail orders delivered
frec of express charges,  Sinders for National Tribune,
32 numbers, one vear, leather backs and corners, paper
sides, S2405.

special vates to clubs and dealers. Send for civeular
and price-list.

Order. anad save vour files from further motilation.

E. L. LAMBIE. Sole Manufacturer and Agent,
Lock-13ox 300, 626 1 st., Washington, D. .

TURNING THE TABLES.,

\ whale was recently stranded on an outlying
point of the island of \\':l]!.-:,(h'kllt'j. Glorying
in their prize, inhabitants of all ages and both
sexes hastened to the spot with knives, piteh-
forks, clubs, and what ever other weapons they
could Tay their hands on, and hegan to cut, stab,
slash, and manl the monster. At length. when
their victim was pronounced to be dead. they
fustened ropes to the prize and began to tow it
into the harbor on the rising tide. Suddenly the
whale, fecling his native element about him.
made a bold dash for liberty and rushed out to
sea, drageing the fleet of sereaming arcaalans in
their boats behind him.  Not until they had been
towed three miles did the captured captors suc-
ceed in entting the ropes and saving themselves
and their houts from shipwreek.

““ANTS."

(), those tiny little ants,
How they clamber up our pants
At the pienice "neath the willows 1o the elen,
How they seem to take delight in
The obnoxious sport ol bitin’
Indefensible and modest gentlemen,

How delichtful when one's COOME
To the maiden one is wooing,
To feel those playful ereatures in his pants,
Till he breathes an awful swesr
Upon the perfumed air,
At the sisters and the cousins and the ants,

How its sets one’s soul a-throbbing
To feel those insects bobbing
Up and down his system in their merry glee;
But there's one way he ean right "em,
And that is to flee and fight 'em
"Neath the shadow of some distant friendly tree.
—The Brandon UUnion.

Very often valuable inventions are |

Answers to Correspondents.

We are obliged to answer certain inguiries of the sama
uature in each issne of our paper.  While we cheerfully
furnish information to subseribers in this column, we
suggest that much lnbor, time, and expense may be saved
both to ourselves and to our correspondents, if the lattey
would keep a file of the paper
al any time. turn to the file and proba-
bly find the very inquiry answered about which thew
would have written to ns

and other salweribers
They conld then,

We trust that each and every
subscriber will profit by this sugEestion

J. B, Urica. N. Y. Any information with refer-
cnee 1o our National Cemeteries will he given by
addressing Quart, rmaster’s Departmment U7X, \rmy,
Washington, D. '

_"' (. B., Narn K, Mass.—Camp Batler, Hiinois,
was located some eight or ten miles from Springtield,
It was a Ill‘}llll for recruits an

M. D.; NasHva, N. H—We cannot promise, in

advance, to publish any notice — it must first be ex-
amine.

I rebel i-l'i\'l-!!l'l‘-.

J. B.. TRENTON, N. J.—The information von seek
will be found in another part of our paper, 4 copy of
which we send yvou. ’

L.C. D., ELMIRA, N. Y.—The Soldiers' Home. near
this city, is only intended for soldiers who have heen
in the Regular army.

H. A. L., RAcINE, Wis.—The rate of pension for a
disability incapacitating for any manual labor was,
up to June 6, 1866, 2% a month: from that date to
June 4, 1872, it was 320 a month : and from the last
date and at present, 324 a month. The phrase “anv
manual labor.” which occurs in the law, is construed
to include the lighter kinds of labor requiring edy-
cation and skill,

0. 0., NEWARK, N. J.—A homestead may be lo-
cated by an ex-soldier or sailor through an agent.
but at the expiration of six months the principal
himself’ must loeate and commenee cultivation
. otherwise all elaim to the tract will be forfeited.

G. B. R, NEWARK, O.—The Equalization Bounts
Bill proposes to grant a bounty of eight and one-
third dollars a month for each month of actual ser-

I vice, deducting all United States bounty already re-

ceived. Multiply st by the number of months YOu

. gt"l‘\'!“d. }l"d ﬁ'“lll the pl"mlllt‘[ hl]}llf‘ﬂl'[ {hi- a"";”"[
of bounty vou have received—the remainder, if anv.
will show you the amount to which you will be en-
titled if the said bill hecomes a law.

J. F., l[t:l.\’t»l-gr;. Mass—(laims are not allowed in
rotation. For instanee, elaim No. 203,604 mav be
allowed before claim No. 194,203,

D. W, PIrrsBUrG, Pa.—Q. What is meant by
“Additional Homesteads ™ under section 2306 of the
Revised Statutes? A. An “Aditional Homestead.”

. llllll!‘l' H('(‘(il!ll :'-":M; l:"\'i."‘"‘l Ht:—ltll[('-“ is n]a[i‘l atnll

allowed in cases where a person who was a soldier
in the rebellion for not less than ninety davs, and
who, having been honorably discharged, did, on and
hefore June 22, 1864, make a homestead for less than
160 acres.  Under this section 2306 he is allowed to
make an additional entry for the amount of ditfer-
ence between the area of the original homestead and
160 acres.  If he does not choose to make the entrs
in person and at once. he can have a certificate of
his right made by the General Land Office, this city.
and the paper covered by the certificate is ealled an
“Approved Additional Homestead Right”

R. W. P, YORK, PA.—You should address the Sur-
geon-General of the Army, Washington, D. €., in re-
gard to the matter referred to in vour letter

N. E., DEsMoINgs, lowa.—The Government fur-
nishes headstones for the graves of all soldiers who
died during or sinece the late war, upon applieation
for same by relatives or friends.  Address the Quar-
termaster-tGeneral of the Army, this city

(. S, PORTLAND, OR.—The pension granted to u
discharged soldier during his lifetime cannot be in
creased after his death.

W. 1, QUEBEC. UAN.—One commissioned officer or
two enlisted men are required in a pension claim to
corroborate claimant’s statement as to the time
when, places where, and cireamstances under which
the alleged disability was contracted.

T. V. ATrLaNTA, GA.—Claims for property taken
by the United States Army, in States not in insur-
rection during the late war, if filed prior to January
I, Ia~0, can be prosecuted and colleeted upon the
necessary proof being addneed. '

JoB.C, Trov. N. Y.—We cannot advise or sug-
gest to ex-soldiers and sailors in what portion of the
United States thev will find the most desirable
lands on which to locate their homesteads, but we
advise them to write to the Commissioner of the
General Land Office here and he will send all whe
seek information on the subjeet a pamphlet telling
all about our publie lands.

D. R. B.. BURLINGTON, Towa.—Ep to a recent
date a deserter at targe from the roluafesrr service
could obtain a dishonorable discharge, and by thus
having his military record completed, obtain a pen-
sion il entitled thereto: but ex-Seeretary of War
giunsey, just before retiring froin the War Office
issued an order to the effect that no discharges in
such eases should be issued. The Commissioner of
Pensions has now the matter of allowing pension in
this class of ecases under eonsideration, and we will
miake known his deeision when rendered. The
above refers to those who have never received a
final discharge. We would, however, advise all
such to apply, as they will no doubt eventually
have title.

«“x Remaiuing answers next week,

SOME NATRAL HISTORY.

BY Jo=H BILLINGSs.

FLEAS.—The smallest animal of the brute ereg-
tion, and the most pesky, iz the fles

Th".\ are about the hi}_{n.--“ OV an onion seql.
and shine Iike a bran new shot.

They spring trom low places, and ean Spring
further and faster than any of the hug brutes.

They

hite on Iht' ritn: one it!‘ii \\i“ e ;|“ over e s

bite wnss than the musketeer. tor tha

sttherbs in 2 minits, amf leave him az freekled az
the meazles.

[t is impossible to do ennything well with o tlea
on vou except sware. and tHeas ain’t afraid ov that :
the only way iz to quit biziness ov all kinds, and
hunt for the fea, and when vou have found him
he ain’t there. This 1z one ov the fHea mysteries,
the ll:ll'kflll.\ Thl"\ have n]iln-ilie_; t‘ll!il't'l_\ lost i||-'f
az vou have fonnd them.

I don’t suppose there iz ever killed. on an aver-
age, during enny one vear. wmore than 16 Heas in
the whole of the United States ov Amerika, un-
less thare iz o casualty ov some kind ;
while thare iz o dog zits drownded sudden, and

onee in

then thare may be a few teas lost.

They are about az hard to kill az a flaxseed iz,
and i you don’t mash them az fine az groumd
pepper, they will start bizoness again on a smalla
kapital just az petiverons az ever.

Thare iz lots ov people who have seen a tlea, and
it takes a pretty smart man to see one ennyhow:
they don’t stay long in a place.

If yvou ever keteh a flea Kill him betore you do
ennything else, tor it’ you do put it off’ 22 minits

St may be too late.

Menny @ flea has passed away forever in less
time than 2 minits.
s .
Bob Ingersoll says there is such a place alter
all. und that the thermometer staneds at 1072
Critics are sentinels in the grand army ot let-
ters. stationéd at the corners ol newspapers and

reviews, to chal’enze every new anthor.—Long,




